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priest whom the unchaste bride wanted to marry. It was 
a very comprehensive vision and portrayed anew all that 
had been previously shown me regarding the Church’s des- 
tiny. On another occasion, I had a vision of the Vicar- 
General’s stanch resistance to secular power in behalf of 
the interests of the Church. The affair covered him with 
glory (1), though upon some other points he was to blame. 
I was told that I should have to go again to the Pope j but 
when all this will take place I cannot say.” 

A New Church under the Influence of Plan- 
etary Spirits. 

September 12, 1820. — “I saw a fantastic, odd-looking 
church being built. The choir was in three parts, each 
raised some steps above the last ; and under it was a deep 
vault full of fog. On the first platform of the choir was a 
seat ; on the second, a basin of water ; on the third, a 
table. I saw no angel helping in the construction, but 
numbers of the most violent planetary spirits dragging all 
sorts of things into the vault where persons in little eccle- 
siastical mantles received them and deposited them in their 
various places. Nothing was brought from above ; all 
came from the earth and the dark regions, all was built up 
by the planetary spirits. The water alone seemed to have 
something holy about it. I saw an enormous number of 
instruments brought into the church, and many persons, 
even children, had different tools, as if trying to make 
something ; but all was obscure, absurd, dead ! Division 
and destruction reigned everywhere. — Near by, I saw an- 
other church, shining and rich with graces from on high, 
angels ascending and descending. In it were life and in- 
crease, tepidity and dissipation ; and yet it was like a tree 

(1) An allusion to his vigorous resistance to the Prussian government in the affair of 
mixed marriages, after he had been raised to the Archbishopric of Cologne. 
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full of sap compared with the other which was like a chest 
of lifeless institutions. The former was like a bird on the 
wing ; the latter, like a paper dragon, its tail adorned with 
ribands and writings, dragging over a stubble-field. I saw 
that many of the instruments in the new church, such as 
spears and darts, were meant to be used against the living 
Church. Every one dragged in something different, clubs, 
rods, pumps, cudgels, puppets, mirrors, trumpets, horns, 
bellows — all sorts of things. In the cave below (the sac- 
risty) some people kneaded bread, but nothing came of it ; 
it would not rise. The men in the little mantles brought 
wood to the steps of the pulpit to make afire. They puffed 
and blew and labored hard, but the fire would not burn ; 
all they produced was smoke and fumes. Then they broke 
a hole in the roof and ran up a pipe, but the smoke would 
not rise, and the whole place became black and suffocating. 
Some blew the horns so violently that the tears streamed 
from their eyes. All in this church belonged to the earth, 
returned to the earth j all was dead, the work of human 
skill, a church of the latest style, a church of man’s inven- 
tion like the new heterodox church in Rome.” 

November 12, 1820 . — u I passed over a dark, cold coun- 
try to a large city, and I saw again the great, odd-looking 
church with nothing holy about it and innumerable plane- 
tary spirits laboring at it. I saw it in the same way that I 
see a Catholic institution being erected, angels, saints, and 
Christians all laboring in common ; only here the concur- 
rence of the laborers was shown under forms more mechan- 
ical. The planetary spirits ascended and descended and 
shot down rays upon the workmen ; but all was done in 
accordance with human reasor I saw a spirit on high 
drawing lines and tracing figures, and down below the de 
sign, the plan immediately carried out. I saw the influ- 
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ence of the proud, planetary spirits in their relation with 
the building extending to even the most distant places. 
All the steps deemed necessary or useful to the construction 
and maintenance of the church were taken in the most re- 
mote countries, and men and things, doctrines and opinions 
Contributed thereto. The whole picture was colored with 
intense selfishness, presumption, and violence. I saw not 
a single angel or saint helping in the work. It was an im- 
mense vision. Far away in the back ground, I saw the 
throne of a savage nation, the people armed with boar- 
spears and a figure saying in mocking terms: c Build it 
as solidly as you please, we shall overturn it !’ — I went also 
into a large hall in the city in which a hideous ceremony, 
a horrible, deceitful comedy was being enacted. The hall was 
draped in black, and a man wearing a star on his breast was 
put into a coffin and taken out again. It seemed to be a 
threat of what w.ould happen to him. In the midst of it all 
I saw the devil under a thousand forms. — All was dark as 
night. It was horrible F 

3. St. Henry, Emperor at St. Mary- Major. 

July 12, 1820. — -“I have had a vision of the Emperor 
Henry. I saw him last night in a beautiful church kneel- 
ing alone before the main* altar. I know the church ; there 
is a beautiful chapel of the Holy Crib in it, I saw it once 
before on the Feast of Our Lady of the Snow. As he 
knelt and prayed, a light shone above the altar and the 
Blessed Virgin appeared alone. She wore a robe of bluish 
white which shot forth rays, and she carried something in 
her hand. She covered the altar with a red cloth over 
which she spread a white one, and deposited upon it a mag- 
nificent luminous book set with precious stones. Then she 
lighted the candles from the sanctuary-lamp. Many other 



